
         

Him? So often you and I cry when 
suffering comes. We moan, ‘Why 
me?” and we wallow in self-pity. 
But the lesson history has taught 
us is that truly great souls gradu-
ate from the school of conflict 
never from the school of conven-
ience.  Tough times ARE good for 
us. When there is no calamity, 
there is no courage, … no hard-
ship, no hardiness… no stress, no 
strength…no suffering, no sympa-

thy… no cross, no crown. 

When Corrie Ten Boom was 
living in a German concentration 
camp during WWII, her entire 
body became infested with lice, 
making a bad situation even 
worse. She was complaining about 
it one day, and her sister re-
minded her of the Bible verse that 
says, "In everything give thanks," 
and she challenged Corrie to give 
thanks for the lice. Corrie's re-
sponse was, "How can I give 
thanks to God for lice?" But she 
made a choice to do it anyway. 
Later she found out that the lice 
had actually protected her from 
the sexual assaults of the German 

soldiers. 
Every problem has benefits; we 
just need to look to see them. It 
isn't easy...our natural tendency is 
to focus on the problem itself but 
the more we look at the problem, 
the bigger it gets until our percep-
tion becomes completely dis-
torted. Only in faith we can step 
back and look beyond the prob-
lem and see all the good that 
trials and tribulations can bring. 
Yes, God has a purpose for it. 
Remember His thoughts are not 
our thoughts. God could have 
fulfilled His purpose in you in 
another way without suffering. 
But He knows us best and what’s 
best for us. Does God want us to 
suffer? Of course not! If you’re a 
parent, you understand what it’s 
like to watch your children suffer 
and struggle. We wish we could 

take their place. 
Continued next page 

Life is full of it’s ups and downs. 
The book of Ecclesiastes tells us 
that “to everything there is a sea-
son and a time.” A time to be born 
– a time to die; a time to weep – a 
time to laugh; a time to get  - a 
time to lose; and a time to love – 
and even a time to hate. Obviously  
with all the negatives mentioned 
along with the positive there’s 
going to be some unpleasantness, 
or shall we say ‘suffering’ along 
life’s way. Life isn’t always going to 
be easy. Things don’t always turn 

out the way we’ve planned them.  

At one time or another we’ve all 
faced a severe trial or tribulation. If 
you haven’t, it’s coming. It’s part of 
life. There are some that suffer 
more than others. Some are af-
fected bodily – i.e. cancer, diabetes, 
physical handicaps or abuse, and so 
on. Others suffer with mental ill-
ness, Alzheimer’s or dementia. 
Many mourn the loss of a spouse 
or child. Others mourn from rejec-
tion, divorce, and infidelity in a 
marriage. Then there are those 
who are suffering financially. This 
past year during the economic 
crisis we saw Christians losing 
their jobs and their homes to fore-
closure. Many have  no health in-

surance.  

Recorded in the Bible and through-
out history we’ve seen people 
suffer in various ways and for a 
variety of reasons. But much of 
today’s suffering seems to be of a 
different nature. Not many of us 
are suffering serious physical hard-
ships for the Gospel’s sake.  Yet 
Christians are suffering in many 

ways. The great question is why?  

First of all, let me say most of our 
suffering is brought on by things we 
do to ourselves. God often times 
has nothing to do with it. Some 

suffering happens because of: 

 (1.) Our own stupidity or poor 
choices. We have made poor 
choices regarding our friendships. 

We’ve chosen to hang around 
friends who draw us away from 
Christ and his ministry.  It is true 
we become like those people we 
hang around. We made poor 
choices in our marriage, rela-
tionships and finances. Living 
above our means, over extend-
ing ourselves, excessive shopping 
and spending, spending, spend-
ing. Using credit cards with 23% 
interest.  There have been con-
versations where we stuck our 
foot in our mouth, blurted 
something out, or butted our 
nose into someone else’s busi-
ness. Gossip, exaggeration and 

lying always get us into trouble.  

(2.) Many times the sin in our 
lives cause the trouble. Gal. 6:7 
says “Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
You can’t do things wrong and 
expect then to turn out right! 
David and Bathsheba found this 
out. Even though they were 
forgiven for their adulterous 
affair and cover-up, they reaped 
many years of sorrow. A man 
who commits murder can be 
forgiven by God but he still must 
suffer prison. A girl who gets 
pregnant out of wedlock can be 
forgiven but will still suffer (and 
her child) through years of 
heartache. A person who ruins 
their body with drugs and alco-
hol will reap the effects of a 
body that has been weakened 
and wrecked by this sin. Sexual 
promiscuity can be forgiven but 
many times leaves scars.  As a 
result of this it’s difficult to put 
any blame on God for some of 

the suffering that we do. 

Back to the question of why 
God allows suffering in our lives. 
It is for our own good. God 
allows these troubles and trials 
to bring us back to Him.  If life 
was easy, minus of troubles, how 
many of us would seek after 
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What’s His purpose for your life? I don’t 
know but I do know that He wants each of 
us to get closer to Him. Why are the right-
eous afflicted?  The godly are afflicted that 
they may be brought to self-judgment and 
self-knowledge. Such afflictions are not 
punishment for their sins but remedial 
(corrective) and purifying.  “Weeping may 
endure for a night but joy comes in the morn-
ing.” (Ps. 30:5) “But he knoweth the way that I 
take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth 

as gold” (Job 23:10) 

Think of the problems that you're facing 
right now.  You may be down and feel like 
God has somehow forgotten that you are 
faced with circumstances you can’t get 
through. Right now it seems like there’s no 
way out and you’re going under. But God’s 
proven time and time again that He’ll take 

care of you.  
What is it that you are focusing on?  Try 
this. Instead of focusing on what the prob-
lem can do, focus on all it can't do. If you 
are a Christian it can't defeat you. It can’t 
separate you from the love of God.  Our 
problems aren't all powerful. But our God 
is! He has promised to put that power at 
our disposal...taking care of us no matter 

what happens in life. 
This too will pass. Paul thought it was a 
privilege to suffer. He said, “That I may know 
him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings.”   The worst thing 
than can happen to us is that we die and go 

to heaven.  Not so terrible! 
 

STEPS TO TAKE  
WHILE  SUFFERING 

• First of all don’t quit serving God. This 
is so hard for me to understand when, 
because of trials, some Christians de-
cide to give up their faith in God. My 
mental response is, "Give it up for 
what?" What else is there? Everything 
else in life comes up short...there is 
nothing else to help you and protect 
you when tough times come. Oprah 
doesn’t have the answer, neither does 

Dr. Phil or Dr. Laura. 

• Don’t get pious and develop a martyr 

complex .  

• Read your Bible more, meditate, turn 
off the television and be in church for 
the preaching and fellowship of the 
saints every week. This is where God 

will talk to you. Pray more and fast. 

• Do something for someone else. Give 

away something. Do something nice 
for someone. It’ll take your mind off 

yourself. 

• Have more compassion on others. 
Sometimes I go through my church 
roster and think of each person and 
the struggles they may be having and 

pray for them. 

 

DOES JESUS CARE? 
Does Jesus care when my heart is 
pained, Too deeply for mirth and 

song.                                                     
As the burdens press, and the cares 
distress, and the way grows weary and 
long?                                        Does 
Jesus care when my way is dark , with 

a nameless dread and fear?                                                        
As the daylight fades into deep night 
shades, Does He care enough to be 
near?                                         Does 
Jesus care when I’ve tried and failed to 
resist some temptation strong.                                           

When for my deep grief I find no re-
lief, Tho’ my tears flow all the night 

long?                                                 
Does Jesus care when I’ve said good-
bye  to the dearest on earth to me.                                                                   
And my sad heart aches till it nearly 
breaks – Is it aught to Him? Does He 

care? 
Oh  yes, He cares! I know He cares. 
His heart is touched with my grief.                                                                  
When the days are weary, the long 

nights dreary, I know my Savior cares! 
 

 

 

Why Christians (continued) 

When I first began to walk with the Lord I did 
not really trust Him. How He longed for me to 
understand that I could. So through the valley, 
He led me, afraid as I could be. Till I felt His 

loving arms embracing me.  
I’ve been through enough to know that He’ll 

be enough for me. He’s come through so many 
times that puts my mind at ease for food. I’ll 

stake my very life, He’s gonna take care of me 
‘cause I’ve been through enough to know that 

He’ll be enough for me. 
How could I ever doubt a God whose hand  

holds the universe. Why would I ever question 
His ability. There’s no place that I can go 

where He doesn’t know the things that trou-
ble me. He’s always aware of where I am and 

what I need. 
I believe Him now after all these years, He’s 

been so faithful, He’s proven to be true. Never 
more will I doubt or question why because I’ve 
seen Him work before and I know what God 
can do.  Because I’ve been through enough to 

know that He’ll be enough for me. 

I’ve Been Through Enough 

to Know That He’ll Be 

Enough For Me 

 
 
 
 

MEN AND WOMEN COMPARED 
 
EATING OUT 
• When the bill arrives, men  will each 

throw in $20, even though it's only for 
$22.50. None of them will have anything 
smaller, and none will actually admit they 
want change back. When the girls get 

their bill, out come the pocket calculators. 
MONEY 
• A man will pay $2 for a $1 item he wants. 

A woman will pay $1 for a $2 item that 

she doesn't want. 
ARGUMENTS 
• A woman has the last word in any argu-

ment. Anything a man says after that is the 

beginning of a new argument. 
SUCCESS 
• A successful man is one who makes more 

money than his wife can spend. A success-

ful woman is one who can find such a man. 
MARRIAGE 
• A woman marries a man expecting he will 

change, but he doesn't. A man marries a 
woman expecting that she won't change 

and she does. 
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You may wonder, "Why doesn't God do 
more miracles? Surely that would make more 
people want to become Christians."   I don't 
have a complete answer for this question, but 
I do know that miracles don't always prompt 
people to have faith in God.  Even miracles 
aren't enough for some people to believe.  
Look at the Israelites. They saw miracles 
every single day. They saw the Red Sea 
parted, but an entire generation still refused 
to believe God could help them conquer the 
Promised Land.  Remember Abraham's reply 
to the rich man who was in Hell and asked 
that someone go and warn his brothers who 
were still living so they could avoid his fate?  
In Luke 16:31 Abraham said, " If they hear 
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they 

be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead." Some people, like this rich man's 
brothers, are so hard-hearted that they dis-
count even miracles. No amount of evidence 
would persuade them to believe. Miracles 
wouldn't work on them, and in answer to 
this question I would say that when it comes 
to answering why God doesn't do more 
miracles, we need to trust His foreknowl-
edge. We must trust that He will intervene 
miraculously only if He knows it will suit His 

eternal purposes.    
When we hear the word "miracle" we tend 
to think of things like parting the Red Sea or 
healing a blind man, or someone being healed 
of a terminal illness.  But those miracles, as 
amazing as they are, are nothing compared to 

the miracle that occurs every time an individ-
ual puts his faith in Jesus Christ and has his 
sins forgiven so that He stands pure and 
blameless in the eyes of our Holy God.  Let 
me put it this way. All other miracles are 
temporary.  Those healed get sick again.  
Risen Lazarus still died again eventually.  The 
sun only stopped for one day but conversion 
is for keeps because accepting God's gift of 
forgiveness through faith in Jesus gives us 
eternal life.   "Heaven is the finest and most 
final of all Christian miracles. In that eternal 
place there is no pain or sorrow or death be-

cause the old order of things has passed away."    

Miracles by Pastor Jordan 

IN CHOOSING A CONFIDANT, YOU 

SHOULD LOOK FOR: 

• Someone you can trust 

• Someone who can keep a confidence 

• Someone who will respect your boundaries 

• Someone who will give you perspective 

• Someone who will pray for you 

• Someone who is wise and has more experi-

ence than you 

• Someone who values commitment in mar-

riage 

• Someone who will keep you accountable 

without unjustly condemning you 

• Someone of the same sex or a married 

couple 

• Someone who will not be negatively affected 

by your confidence. 

Finding a Listening Ear 

LIKE:  If you genuinely like people, enjoy being 
with them, talking with them, and like being 
helpful to them, you will find that people gener-
ally will like you. And when mutual liking exists, 

people get along with each other. 

 

INTEREST: Become interested in the other 
person’s ideas and activities. Direct conversation 
to the other individual’s interests, rather than 
talking about yourself. As you become absorbed 
in her interests, she will become attentive to 
yours, and you will have a pleasant time to-

gether. 

 

LIKEABLE: To be liked and get along with peo-
ple, it is necessary to be a likable person. Prac-

tice the old saying: “To have friends, be friendly.” 

 

NAMES: Practice the art of remembering 
names. Focus on the other person, so that the 
name will register. Remember that a person’s 
name is important to her. Knowing it will help 

you get along with her. 

 

EASY: Be easy to get along with. Be a comfort-
able sort of person, so that there is no strain in 
being with you. Be an “old shoe” kind of individ-

ual. Be homey, down to earth. 

 

STIMULATING: Cultivate the quality of being 
stimulating,. If being with you makes people feel 

better and more alive, you will be sought after. 

 

SCRATCHY: Personal relations deteriorate 
when a person has scratchy elements in his 
personality. That is to say, do not rub people the 

wrong way. Be untense and affable. 

SENSITIVE:  Avoid being on edge and sensitive 
so that you are easily hurt; for people instinc-
tively shy off from the super-sensitive, fearing to 
arouse an unpleasant reaction. Avoid the temp-
tation to react with hurt feelings, and you will get 

along with people. 

 

HEAL: Sincerely attempt to heal on an honest 
basis every misunderstanding that you may have 
with individuals. Mentally and spiritually drain off 
your grievances, and maintain an attitude of 

goodwill with every human being. 

 

DO: Love people and do things for them. Per-
form unselfish and outgoing acts of friendship. 
Such sincere self-giving inevitably leads to pleas-

ant personal relations.  

“As ye would that men should do to you, do ye 

also to them likewise.” Luke 6:31 

From “Help Yourself with God’s Help” 

How To Get Along With People 

Jeanne’ Wilson and Mary Wade during the 

ladies Session of Leadership Conference. 
Old friends, Carol Fowler and Jeanne Jordan 
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Proverbs 11:17 says, “The merciful man 
doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel 
troubleth his own flesh.” This lines up with what 
Jesus says in Acts 20:35: “It is more blessed to 

give than it is to receive.”  
A Pastor flying home to Chicago from Los 

Angeles, instead of a quick flight, endured sev-
eral delays and canceled flights that combined 
to make the length of his journey five times 
what it would have been.  This led him to be 
very ticked and exhausted as he got on the 
plane that would finally take him home.  He 
collapsed in his seat and describes his grumpy 
mood by saying, “The only thing I wanted to 
do was sin. I was thinking bad words and I 
wanted to say them, but I choked them back 
because I am a pastor which supposedly means 

I am a Godly man.”  
They were ready to back away from the 

gate when a woman suddenly rushed through 
the door and began stumbling down the aisle 
carrying an assortment of bags that were spill-
ing all over the place. He said, “What made her 
situation nearly impossible was that she had 
one eye literally sewn shut and she seemed to 
be unable to read her seat number with her 
other eye. The flight attendants were nowhere 
to be seen, undoubtedly huddled in the back 
playing cards (I was thinking the worst about 
everybody by that time). I was fuming and feel-
ing sorry for myself when I heard God say, 
‘Yeah, I know this has not been a banner day 

for you. You’ve missed flights and waited on 
the tarmac and stood in lines and all that stuff 
you hate. You’re feeling pretty beat up and 
frustrated. But you have a chance now to turn 
the whole thing around by getting up out of 
your seat and showing kindness to a desperate 
woman. I won’t make you do it but I think 

you’ll be pleasantly surprised if you do.’”  
He obediently got up, made every effort 

and put on goodness. He walked down the 
aisle, asked if he could help the woman, and 
discovered she didn’t speak English so he 
picked up her bags, and motioned for her to 
follow him as he helped her find her seat. He 
stowed her stuff, helped her take off her coat, 
hung it up for her, and made sure her seat belt 
was fastened and that she was good to go. 
Only then did he return to his seat. He says, 
“When I sat down, a wave of warmth and well-
being flowed through me. The frustration and 
anxiety that had filled me for most of the day 
started to dissipate. I felt like my parched, 
dusty soul had just been washed by a warm 
summer rain. For the first time in almost 18 

hours I felt good.”  
He discovered the truth of this Proverb. 

Our souls are nourished when we do good. 
When we do good we feel good. Have you 
ever had an experience like that? You didn’t 
feel like being kind. You didn’t want to help 
that person but you obeyed the Holy Spirit of 
God in you and put on this virtue and when 

you did , when you acted good to others—you 
felt good?  I know I’ve been there.  It really 
does feel good to do good.  Ironically, it makes 
our burdens lighter when we take on the bur-
dens of others.  Perhaps this is why it is said 
that Jesus “who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross” (Hebrews 12:2).  There 
is indeed a joy that comes from obedience to 
God.  It is more blessed to give and the only 
people who don’t know that are the people 

who have never tried it.  

Doing Good Feels Good 

Kaitlyn Jordan serving lunch during Leadership 

Conference to Angie Gunsals and Karen  Ellis. 


