
         

how it pleases Him. It al-
ways amazes me that God 
actually wants to use us for 
His glory. Dear sister, there 
is absolutely no greater 
honor than to be chosen of 
God for a job to do for 
Him! And, as His children, 
each one of us has been 
called by God and given 
multiple assignments 
whether we recognize 
them or not. "If a man 
therefore purge himself from 
these, he shall be a vessel 
unto honour, sanctified, and 
meet for the master's use, 
and prepared unto every good 
work." II Tim. 2:21 
 
Marred. Not a fun position 
in which to be. But, the 
Potter, our faithful and lov-
ing Creator, has promised 
to mold us and make us 
into something good and 
wonderful for His honor 
and glory. Don't refuse to 
be molded by Him. Trust 
God and surrender to His 
will for your life.  

    Jeremiah 18:4  "And the 
vessel that he made of 
clay was marred in the 
hand of the potter: so he 
made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good 
to the potter to make it." 
 
This passage of Scripture 
is often used to encourage 
us that when we fall into 
sin, or walk into it as the 
case may be, that God 
can turn everything 
around and make it right if 
we yield ourselves to Him. 
How wonderful that we 
have a God that doesn't 
give up on us! 
 
But, have you ever 
stopped to think that your 
own sin is not the only sin 
that can mar you? Other 
people can cause so 
much harm in our lives 
that we become a marred 
vessel emotionally. Some 
examples of this would be 
a single mom abandoned 
by her husband, a child 
that is emotionally scarred 
because of abuse, or 
someone who has been 
hurt by others and feels all 
alone.  
 
The problem with emo-
tional marring caused by 
others is that it often leads 
us into the sin of bitter-
ness and unforgiveness. 
Then, we not only are 
marred emotionally but 
now spiritually as well. If 

you are marred because 
of someone else's sin, 
do not let the root of bit-
terness take hold of you. 
"Looking diligently lest any 
man fail of the grace of God; 
lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled" 
Heb. 12:15  Forgiveness 
is a hard thing to accom-
plish, but it is a process. 
Let the Lord continue to 
work on your heart until 
you are able to forgive 
fully. This is the only 
way to keep bitterness 
at bay. Remember, bit-
terness and unforgive-
ness go hand-in-hand. 
 
What we need to realize 
is that no matter how 
you became marred, 
whether it was sin that 
festered inside your own 
heart or outside influ-
ences, God can still fix 
your broken life. It really 
doesn't matter how you 
are marred or what 
caused the injury, God 
CAN make you anew. 
He is able! " Behold, the 
LORD'S hand is not short-
ened, that it cannot save" Is. 
59:1 But, you have to be 
willing to let Him work in 
your life and surrender to 
Him.  
 
The beautiful thing about 
this is that God will not 
only make us anew, He 
will do so according to 
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There’s a book entitled The World’s Greatest 
Salesman. The author sold more automo-
biles than anyone else. In the book he said 
something to the effect that one should be 
careful not to make enemies. He went on to 
explain that every person has approximately 
two hundred people whom he or she can 
influence. He got that number by getting an 
average of the number of people who at-
tend one’s wedding and funeral and con-
cluded that, if someone thought enough of a 
person to attend his or her wedding or 
funeral, he was close enough to be influ-
enced by that person. The author explained 
that when you make an enemy, you usually 
make enemies out of two hundred other 
individuals over whom you have influence. If 
someone doesn't like you, then every time 
your name comes up around their friends , 

something negative is likely to be said about 
you. And since their friends do not know 
you, the only impression they have of you is 
what they get from their friend. So until 
they learn better (which they very seldom 
do) they keep the negative impression they 
received of you.  
Of course, the opposite is also true. If you 
leave a positive impression with an individ-
ual, then that person has two hundred 
friends who are likely to get a positive im-
pression of you, because every time your 
name comes up around their friends, that 
person will say, “yes, I know her and she is 
very nice.”  
I’m not suggesting that we should go 
through life without making enemies. It’s 
inevitable given the fact this world is not 

our home. It’s been said, "the man who has 
no enemies says nothing, does nothing and 
is nothing.” 
I am suggesting that we try our best not to 
make enemies. Romans 12:18 says, “If it be 
possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men.”  In other words sometimes it’s 
not possible. But be sure you have done 
everything possible to live at peace with all 
men. If you’re not at peace with an individ-
ual, make sure it’s not because you haven’t 
exhausts all efforts and avenues to make 
peace. The next time you’re tempted to 
make a sharp comment to an individual, 
thinking it doesn’t matter, remember, she 
probably has two hundred people to possi-
bly influence. 

Try Not To Make Enemies By Jeanne Jordan 

“Wherefore be not unwise but understanding 
what the will of the Lord is.”  Ephesians 5:17 
When you fall in love, it becomes difficult 
to always think straight and to be objective 
regarding the Lord’s will for your life. The 
time to start seeking God’s leading is be-
fore love begins; once you’re in love, your 
heart can play tricks on you. Since you will 
probably fall in love only with someone you 
have been seeing , courting  or dating. Ask 
God at the very start who you should date 
or begin to acquaint yourself with. (Also an 
excellent and wise idea would be to ask 
your parents.) Following this plan will keep 
you on the right path and will help you to 
be sane and sober in choosing your partner 
for life. What kind of man should you con-
sider marrying? Just looking for a tall, dark, 
and handsome man is not good enough. 
Those features will be short lived, since all 
tall, dark, and handsome men are not nec-
essarily good marriage partners. This 
“dream man” will be one you must sit 
across the table from day after day. He will 
be there to see you at your best moments 
and at your worst. There will be days that 
he will not be the man of your dreams, 
unless they are nightmares. But you will 
marry him for “better or for worse, for 
richer or for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, till death do us part.” At a time like 
this his height, shade of complexion, or 
good looks will have nothing to do with 
how he wears as a good husband day after 
day and year after year. What is this man 
really like? Look beyond his outward ap-

pearance and consider what the real “man 
of the heart” is like. 

• Is he a man of good character and 
integrity? 

• What is his relationship to Jesus 
Christ? 

• Is he active in the work of the church? 
(a good Bible believing one.) 

• Is he kind and thoughtful to others? 

• How does he treat his mother? 

• Does he talk only about himself? 

• How much interest does he show in 
your needs and concerns? 

• Is he able to control his physical at-
traction to you? 

• Does he consider your reputation and 
value your moral convictions and stan-
dards? 

• Does he treat you like a lady? 

• Is he ready to love you as Christ loves 
the church? 

  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it; That 
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash-
ing of water by the word, That he might pre-
sent it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish. So ought 

men to love their wives as their own bodies. He 
that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man 
ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 
For we are members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones. For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one 
flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak con-
cerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let 
every one of you in particular so love his wife 
even as himself; and the wife see that she 
reverence her husband.  Ephesians 5:25-33 
 
Girls look him over carefully. Ask all the  
questions you care too. It is far better to 
ask now than to wish you had in years to 
come. 

  

Before You Say “I Do”  adapted 



Brownie Recipe    Sue Sisco found this article  
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A father of some teenage chil-
dren had the family rule that 
they could not attend PG-13 or 
R rated movies. His three 
teens wanted to see a particu-
lar popular movie that was 
playing at local theaters. It was 
rated PG-13.  
 
The teens interviewed friends 
and even some members of 
their family's church to find out 
what was offensive in the 
movie. The teens made a list of 
pros and cons about the movie 
to use to convince their dad 
that they should be allowed to 
see it. The con's were that it 
contained ONLY 3 swear 
words, the ONLY violence was 
a building exploding (and you 
see that on TV all the time they 
said), and you actually did not 
"see" the couple in the movie 
having sex - it was just implied 
sex, off camera. The pros were 
that it was a popular movie - a 
block buster. Everyone was 
seeing it. If the teens saw the 
movie then they would not feel 
left out when their friends 
discussed it. The movie con-
tained a good story and plot. It 
had some great adventure and 
suspense in it. There were 
some fantastic special effects in 
this movie. The movie's stars 
were some of the most tal-
ented actors in Hollywood. It 
probably would be nominated 

for several awards.  
 
Many of the members of their 
Christian church had even seen 
the movie and said it wasn't 
"very bad". Therefore, since 
there were more pros than 
cons the teens said they were 
asking their father to recon-
sider his position on just this 
ONE movie and let them have 
permission to go see it.  
 
The father looked at the list 
and thought for a few minutes. 
He said he could tell his chil-
dren had spent some time and 
thought on this request. He 
asked if he could have a day to 
think about it before making his 
decision. The teens were 
thrilled thinking; "Now we've 
got him! Our argument is too 
good! Dad can't turn us down!" 
So, they happily agreed to let 
him have a day to think about 
their request.  
 
The next evening the father 
called in his three teenagers, 
who were smiling smugly, into 
the living room. There on the 
coffee table he had a plate of 
brownies. The teens were 
puzzled. The father told his 
children he had thought about 
their request and had decided 
that if they would eat a 
brownie then he would let 
them go to the movie. But just 

like the movie, the brownies 
had pros and cons.  
 
The pros were that they were 
made with the finest chocolate 
and other good ingredients. 
They had the added special 
effect of yummy walnuts in 
them. The brownies were 
moist and fresh with wonderful 
chocolate frosting on top. He 
had made these fantastic 
brownies using an award-
winning recipe. And best of all, 
the brownies had been made 
lovingly by the hand of their 
own father.  
 
The brownies only had one 
con. The father had included a 
little bit of a special ingredient. 
The brownies also contained 
just a little bit of dog poop. But 
he had mixed the dough well - 
they probably would not even 
be able to taste the dog poop 
and he had baked it at 350 
degrees so any bacteria or 
germs from the dog poop had 
probably been destroyed.  
 
Therefore, if any of his children 
could stand to eat the brown-
ies which included just a "little 
bit of crap" and not be effected 
by it, then he knew they would 
also be able to see the movie 
with "just a little bit of smut" 
and not be effected.  
 

Of course, none of the teens 
would eat the brownies and 
the smug smiles had left their 
faces. Only Dad was smiling 
smugly as they left the room.  
 
Now when his teenagers ask 
permission to do something he 
is opposed to the father just 
asks, "Would you like me to 
whip up a batch of my special 
brownies?" 

It was Sunday morning, the 
Lord's Day. The alarm went off 
at 7AM and I woke from a 
restless night’s sleep. The day 
before was a long one. I had 
been on my feet for ten hours 
straight and went to bed at one 
o’clock in the morning due to 
cramming too much into my 
schedule. Now that it’s morn-
ing, I’m tired, my feet still hurt, 
and on top of this, I have a 
toothache from a cavity I have-
n’t taken care of. Needless to 
say, I was grouchy. The minute 

my feet touched the ground, I 
began to set the mood for our 
home and it wasn’t a good one. 
My first stop was the dryer . 
Someone had taken my ‘wet’ 
clothes out of the dry on Sat-
urday to use it for something 
quickly and forgot to put my 
‘wet’ clothes back in. The next 
stop was the computer to print 
something needed for church 
that morning. I hit the print 
icon and voila - blank paper 
came out and the computer 
screen read “out of ink”. No 

spare cartridge was in the 
house. One thing led to an-
other and I had set the mood 
dial on ‘negative’ this Lord’s 
Day.  
My husband woke in his usual 
cheery mood but I responded 
with grunts and groans. By the 
time we arrived at church I 
realized I had affected him and 
he was beginning to develop a 
bad mood. Once I realized this, 
I was ashamed. I asked the 
Lord for forgiveness for trying 
to dampen this beautiful Lord’s 

day and headed for my hus-
band’s office. I walked in and 
said, “Hey, I forgot to kiss you 
this morning.” And then I laid 
one on him. I apologized for 
dampening his day. We walked 
out of the admin building re-
joicing that we were in the 
Lord’s house. Then we got to 
see the Lord do marvelous 
things that day. 

Setting The Mood by Jeanne Jordan 
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Ways To Spend Less Money from “The Financially Confident Woman” 

          

When I have lost my temper, 
I have lost my reason too. 

I’m never proud of anything 
Which angrily I do. 

When I have talked in anger 
And my cheeks were flaming red. 

 
I have always uttered something  

Which I wish I had not said. 
In anger I have never done 

A kindly deed or wise, 
But many things for which I felt 

I should apologize. 
 

In looking back across my life 
And all I’ve lost or made, 
I can’t recall a single time 

When fury ever paid. 
 

So I struggle to be patient, 
For I’ve reached a wiser age; 
I do not want to do a thing 
Or speak a word in rage. 

I have learned by sad experience 
That when my temper flies 
I never do a worthy deed, 
A decent deed or wise. 

  - Selected 

Ashamed Of  

My Temper 
1. Stop trying to impress people. Avoid shopping with your rich friends or friends who 

shop like they are rich! You will just try to keep up and end up buying things you don't 
really need and that you can't really afford.  

2. Stop shopping. Watch less TV (no home shopping channels) and no buying online, no 
catalogs. All of these increase the temptation to buy, buy, buy! Don't go window shop-
ping when you are bored or depressed. You will buy more than the window!  

3. Purchase with cash. Get rid of the credit cards. Keep one for emergencies if you must.  

4. Make a list. When you go to the store, buy ONLY what is on your list! Don't bring the 
kids shopping. Kids always make you spend more than you can afford!  

5. Grocery shop with a list. Don't buy in bulk unless you have a secret hiding place for 
stuff, because buying more will only make your family use more of the stuff you buy. For 
example, if you buy a case of cookies, your kids will just eat more cookies.  

6. Keep a spending record. Set dollar limits. If you are going to buy a second hand car, 
electronics or an appliance, set a dollar limit and stick to it!!!  

7. Save first, spend later. Live within your means! If you spend 10% above what you earn 
all that buys is a lifetime of catching up. 

8. Buy used if possible. Shop at bargain stores such as Big Lots who sell manufactured 
mistakes or goods from bankrupt retail stores. Also dollar stores (such as the Dollar 
Tree) are much more sophisticated these days. 

9. Buy generic, clip coupons, pinch those pennies!!! (roll them, too!) Sometimes buying 
name brand is good, because you get the quality, like tennis shoes or tools, but again, 
set a limit. If there is a $50 pair of Nikes or Adidas or whatever, and a $100 pair, settle 
for the $50 pair.  

10. Cook large amounts of food at a time from scratch, as well as several different meals. 
Prepackaged stuff costs a lot more and it's not as healthy, anyway. Freeze portions for 
meals later, during the week or when things in the pantry are scarce. This will also save 
time, and energy. Grow your own! Make a garden! Not only is it fun for the whole family 
you can save a lot of money on produce.  

11. Always think practical whenever you are shopping. Always ask yourself, "do I NEED 
this?", or ask yourself, "is this absolutely necessary?" If your answer is yes to either or 
both of these questions, then you are being practical, but you HAVE to be honest with 
yourself!  

12. Make a budget and stick to it! Putting the numbers down on paper will show you just 
where all your money is going! Chances are that your family is spending a lot on enter-
tainment. Another mistake we make when making a budget is we don't figure in emer-
gency money, such as a trip to the doctor or car repairs, and annual or seasonal ex-
penses like pool supplies, school supplies and clothes or uniforms, and Christmas! Plan 
ahead!  

 

1. The more shopping we do, the 
 more we spend. 

2. The more we watch television, the 
 more we spend. 
3. The more time we spend looking 
 through catalogs, the more 
 we spend. 
4. The more we read magazines and 
 newspaper advertisements, 
 and sales flyers from the mail, 
 the more we spend. 

4 Axioms of Spending 

• Women over 50 don't have babies because they would put them down and forget where 
they left them.  

• One of life's mysteries is how a 2-pound box of chocolates can make a woman gain 5 lbs. 
• The best way to forget your troubles is to wear tight shoes. 
• The nice part about living in a small town is that when you don't know what you are 

doing, someone else does.  
• Amazing!  You hang something in your closet for a while and it shrinks 2 sizes!  
• I read this article that said the typical symptoms of stress are eating too much, impulse 

buying, and driving too fast. Are they kidding? That's my idea of a perfect day!  

Girlie Wisdom 


