
         

Fireworks by Grucci won't lend its 
sparkle to Patchogue's Nov. 23 
parade - decorated yachts on the 
Patchogue River - because the organ-
izers have renamed it the Patchogue 
Holiday Boat Parade. It was the 
Patchogue Christmas Boat Parade 
last year, when the Grucci company 

donated $5,000 worth of fireworks. 

The company's vice president, Philip 
Butler, who has criticized the secu-
larization of Christmas in the past, 
said parade organizers were "using 
all the themes of Christmas and 

plagiarizing all those themes." 

Organizers in the Long Island town 
said the parade has had several 
names over its roughly 15-year exis-
tence. The name was changed again 
this year after complaints that the 
use of "Christmas" seemed to make 

the parade less inclusive. 

"When I think about fireworks, I 
don't think about Christmas any-
way," Mayor Paul Pontieri said. "I 

think about the Fourth of July." 

The venerable Grucci company is 
famous for providing spectacular 
fireworks displays at major national 
celebrations. It is based in Brook-

haven, not far from Patchogue. 

Well, here we go again. Patchogue, 
NY, has changed the name of their 
parade from Patchogue Christmas 
Boat Parade to the Patchogue Holi-
day Boat Parade. Why? Someone 
complained. Some people will 
never stop until Christ is com-
pletely removed from our society. 
This familiar scenario is happening 
all over our country. In our very 
own city the once famed 
“Christmas on the Prado” has been 
changed to “December Nights”. 
Society has been unsuccessful at 
kicking Christ out of Christmas so 
they’ve decided to just kick Christ-

mas out altogether.  

But this is to be expected. Psalm 2 
explains it: “Why do the heathen 
rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing?” God says this rage is be-
cause the unsaved of our fallen 
world, even kings and rulers, “set 
themselves...against the Lord and 
against his anointed.” These God-
hating rulers do not know our 
mighty Lord, not do they appar-
ently know much about history and 
the evil monarchs from Hitler to 
Horochito to Stalin and to Gorba-
chev who made similar boasts. God 
is not at all frightened by this and 
laughs at their ridiculous raging and 
ranting. “He that sitteth in the heav-
ens shall laugh: the Lord shall have 
them in derision. Then shall he speak 
unto them in his wrath, and vex them 
in his sore displeasure.” He has told 
us how it’s all going to end (read 

Genesis to Revelation). 
When we use the word ‘heathen’ 
we think of dark Africa or the deep 
Brazilian jungles and the like. But 
the Bible shows the heathen to be 
all non-Christians who do not yet 
know the Lord through His saving 
grace and mercy. Anyone who 
rejects the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the Bible is clearly among ‘the hea-

then’. 
The rage goes on and on. Religion 
and the ‘clergypersons’ of this 

world have confused the masses.  

While inviting someone to our 
Christmas program a lady kindly 
told me how she’s ‘religious’ and 
just finished Oprah Winfrey’s 
book about God, and of course, 
was so inspired! This time last 
year a new book entitled The 
Organic God hit the bookstands 
with success. The author wanted 
us to learn to know the pure 
God “without prejudice or cor-
ruption” . A chapter entitled 
“the Talkative God” helps us 
with quotes from Maya Angelou! 
She says one way to know God 
is through His silence. The book 
has a soundtrack with various 
kinds of music, some of which 
are hymns. I say, why not just 
read the Bible God has written 

and obey what He tells us? 
Numerous movies are continu-
ally being made to criticize or 
ridicule Christ and Christians. 
The rage of the ungodly be-
comes increasing clear in the 
titles and advertisements alone! 
Thus teachers report a surge of 
profanity and sensuality even 
among grade-school students. 
Ezra 6:21 speaks of “the filthiness 
of the heathen”. And where are 
the parents of these children? 
Caught up in the same trap of 
worldliness and pleasures to 

exalt their flesh.  
So why do the heathen rage? 
Because they’re heathen and it’s 
to be expected. Thank God you 
and I are no more among ‘the 

heathen.’  
The rage against God’s truth will 
go on. Expect it. Feast on your 
Bible. Stand true. Watch. Behold 

He comes! 
 
************************* 

In response to the parade in 
Patchogue, New York. The fol-
lowing article appeared in the 

local newspaper: 
A famed fireworks company is 
pulling out of a holiday boat parade 
because "Christmas" was dropped 

from the event's name. 

Why Do the Heathen Rage?  
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Break the chain of “thought-
bondage” by submitting your 

concerns to God! 

 It's 10 p.m. Alone in your bed, you close 
your eyes and try to rest. The room is cool, 
and the night is still. Yet, sleep is unreach-
able. A barrage of thoughts floods your 
mind—problems of the present day, issues 
from the past, and concerns for the future. 
This relentless state of thinking plagues 
victims with unproductive, nagging 
thoughts—thoughts that are not edifying to 
God, others, or themselves. This affliction 
affects many people. Exhausted from over-
thinking, they withdraw from normal activity 
to wrestle with anxiety for many hours at a 
time. 
    To break this chain of "thought-bondage," 
you must first take inventory of your 
thoughts. If your thought life is causing you 
to feel worried, tense, anxious, or de-
pressed, it's time for a change. Generally, 
unproductive thoughts follow a clear pat-

tern. 

   Stage one:  A problem, concern, or issue 
enters your mind.  Stage two: When no 
clear solution comes to mind, you begin to 
experience negative feelings (worry, fear, 
stress, guilt).  Stage three:  Negative feelings 
take root and produce anxiety, tension and/
or depression as you frantically try to re-

solve the problem yourself. 
   To effectively combat the ill-effects of 
stages two and three, we must learn to 
submit our concerns to God in stage one. 
The longer we hold on to the idea that 
we’re capable of solving our own problems 
without God's help, the more risk we run of 
becoming trapped in a negative thought 
pattern. If our thoughts are truly submitted 
to God, negative feelings should disappear in 
the palms of His capable hands. 
    In his second letter to the Corinthians, 
Paul addresses the battles of the mind. He 

praises the church at Corinth for their men-
tal successes, saying,” Casting down imagi-
nations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ”;  (2 Corinthians 10:5).           
What does it mean to take a thought 
"captive"? It means we are to examine and 
compare each thought we have against the 
standard of thinking God set for us. 
    The fourth chapter of the book of Philip-
pians provides an insightful glance into the 
ideal state of mental "health" God intended 
for his children. Beginning in verse four, 
“Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, 
Rejoice.” Next, we're instructed to be anx-
ious for nothing, but rather, Be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known unto God(v.6). Fi-
nally brethren , we're encouraged:  whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things( v. 8). According to these 
words from God, is it acceptable to obsess 
over problems, worries, and fears? Abso-
lutely not. Instead, we should leave our 
burdens with God and turn our thoughts to 

positive things. 
    How can unproductive thought patterns 
be put down before they begin? Our best 
defense is the Word of God. The more 
time we spend studying and learning the 
truth of the Scriptures, the more prepared 
we'll be for our next mental attack. Take, 
for example, the powerful words of Romans 
8:6, "For to be carnally minded is death; but to 
be spiritually minded is life and peace.” 
    Satan likes nothing more than to distract 
believers from seeking God. One of his 
most common and successful tactics is to 
entangle believers' minds with negative 
thoughts. If our minds are divided with 
problems, we'll be unable to put God first. 
Do not be tricked by Satan's schemes. In-
stead, trust in the One who can provide 
total peace.    
   No matter how difficult our circum-
stances seem, no matter how tempting it is 
to sit around wondering how to solve our 
own problems, the Bible tells us we're not 
to take these burdens upon ourselves. 
Worry, anxiety, fear, and depression are 
not of God, and He can provide deliverance 
from these paralyzing conditions. Take the 
words of 1 Peter 5:6-7to heart: "Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 

God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting 
all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 
God loves you infinitely and perfectly. He 
never intended for you to walk through 
valleys of fear, insecurity, and uncertainty 
alone. He's the Great Shepherd waiting to 
guide you and direct your path (Proverbs 
3:5-6). “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.” 
    Give your mind a vacation from worry by 
turning negative thoughts immediately over 
to God. When Satan tempts you to take 
matters into your own hands, lift up this 
simple prayer, "Lord, I cannot handle this 
situation on my own. I submit my concerns 
to You. Help me release my negative 
thoughts and trust You completely. Amen."  
       Isaiah 41:10:   Fear thou not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 

hand of my righteousness.  
       Isaiah 43:1b-2….Fear not: for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine. When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee: when thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 

flame kindle upon thee. 

Winning Battles of the Mind submitted by Venita Atherton 

The first film of ice is scarcely perceptible. 
Keep the water stirring and you will prevent 
the ice from forming at all. But once it films 
over and remains so, it thickens over the 
surface and it thickens still. At last, it is so 
solid that you can drive out on it and ride 

over the frozen water. 
So it is with our conscience, it films over 
gradually, and at last it becomes so hard that 

it can bear the weight of iniquity. 
   - A. B. Simpson 

Like Ice 
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Have you noticed how often we forget what 
we wish to remember and remember what 
we wish to forget? We can’t remember 
where we put our car keys or our glasses. 
But we can’t clear from our minds a frighten-
ing experience we had or a stupid remark we 

made. 

The Bible has some things to say about re-
membering and forgetting. The children of 
Israel were told to remember how the Lord 
led them during their forty years in the wil-
derness. Jesus tells us to remember Lot’s 
wife as an example of judgment on the dis-
obedient. John tells us to remember Jesus’ 
word that a servant is not greater than his 
master, that men persecuted Him and they 

will persecute us. 

Paul tells the elders of Ephesus to remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus that “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” He tells the 
Colossians to remember his bonds. He tells 
Timothy to remember that Jesus “was raised 
form the dead.” James tells us to remember 
Job and the prophets as examples of suffering 
and patience. And Paul writes that whatso-
ever things are true, honest, just, pure, 
lovely, of good report, virtuous and worthy 
of praise; these are the things that should 

occupy our minds. 

But if remembering the right thing is impor-
tant, so is forgetting the wrong ones. We 
should center just as much on forgetting as 
on remembering. There is much we should 
forget. We are to forget the sins that God 

has forgiven. We should forget the sins of 
others. We should also forget the slights and 
unkind words that have been directed our 
way. So long as we are holding onto these, 

then our forgiveness is incomplete. 

Now, how can we remember what we 
should remember and what we should for-
get? There is a simple secret: “For in many 
things we offend all. If any man offend not in 
word, the same is a perfect man, and able 
also to bridle the whole body.” (James 3:2) 
What we say is what makes the difference. 
So speak of all that you should remember 
and be silent on all that you should forget. 

This is God’s way. 

What We Must Remember and Forget 

A good mother tries to encourage healthy 
eating by providing a variety of fruits, vegeta-
bles, grains, and meats into the diets of her 
children while they are young and impres-
sionable.  Some foods are well-received, 
some are tolerated, and some are flatly re-
jected.  But a regular diet of those choices 
will create a desire for them (with a few ex-
ceptions) and will stimulate a hunger for 
wholesomeness.  Those children may enjoy 
an occasional greasy burger and fries, but 
they will generally choose food that both 
tastes delicious and betters their 
health.  They prefer what they've been condi-

tioned to enjoy and appreciate. 

 

But a child who has been given a regular diet 
of junk food....pizza, hamburgers, hot dogs, 
boxed macaroni and cheese, chips, soda...will 
turn up his nose at fresh asparagus or 
Chicken and Vegetable Stir-Fry.  It's new....it's 
gross....it's scary.  And it could never com-
pete with the flavor and satisfaction of 
McDonald's French Fries....not to them!  The 
sight and smell of fried chicken at the local 
KFC will entice them...every time.  It's all 

they know, and it's all they want. 

  

There is a similar scenario at play today in 
the realm of Christian music.  Most born-
again adults in our present day have grown 
up with the sounds of Christian rock.  It's all 
they know.  They've heard it on the car radio 
while strapped into their car seats.  They've 
enjoyed countless children's videos, many of 
them with a biblical message, that incorpo-
rate this type of music.  They sing it in their 
Sunday School classes, play it on their ste-

reos, purchase it in the Christian bookstores, 
hear it performed in their church choirs, and 
download it on their IPODS.  It's what they 
know, what they're comfortable with, and 
therefore, what they desire.  And should you 
introduce a hymn of old, even a lively one, 
or a newer chorus that isn't accompanied by 
a steady beat or an American Idol-type sing-
ing style, they will consider it old-fashioned, 
boring, and weird.  They can't appreciate 
good, beautiful, creatively-written, distinc-
tively Christian music that is rich with biblical 
doctrine and wholesome praise to God.  It is 
totally foreign to them and not at all palat-

able.  

  

Is it any wonder that sincere, godly, Holy 
Spirit-led believers have been swept into the 
tide of the contemporary Christian music 
market?  Can we expect them to enjoy or 
desire wholesome music that doesn't elicit 
hip-swaying?  Why shouldn't the music of the 
church sound just like the music of the 
world...as long as the words speak of 
Truth?  After all, it's all they've ever been 

taught.   

  

Like the junk-food junkie who rejects the 
whole wheat bagel for the Krispie Kreme 
doughnut, a child or adult who has been fed a 
regular diet of Christian Rock Music (or 
Country...any music that sounds like the 
popular music of the world) will naturally 
choose what he knows and has learned to 
love....until he is gradually and painstakingly 
taught to appreciate something finer.  We 
must teach our children that there is a better 
choice for their musical worship.  God has 

given us "a new song in our hearts, even 
praise unto our God."  Why should a Chris-
tian sound and act just like his unbelieving 
friends and family members?  Hasn't salvation 
made each of us "a new creature?"  If "old 
things are passed away and all things are be-
come new", our music should be new and 
different...and should make a difference.  We 
CAN train ourselves to appreciate and even 
love worship music that exalts God's holi-
ness, displays His beauty and wonder, and 
celebrates the victory that comes from a life 
fully surrendered to His will and in obedience 
to His precepts.  This will take time, and this 
will take effort.  But in the end, many will see 
and hear our New Song....and many will fear, 
and put their trust in the Lord to save them 
from their sins.   Let's not sell ourselves and 
our children short by borrowing from the 
world's junk-food musical style.  By God's 
grace and with the help of many gifted dis-
tinctively-Christian composers and publish-
ers, we can introduce something better into 
our churches and families, and in time, the 
contemporary Christian music market will 

lose its grip on our ears, bodies, and hearts. 

Changing Our Musical Tastes  By Shawn Lutz  (my sister-in-law) 

Shawn is the wife of Pastor John Lutz of 

Harvest Bible Church in Houston, TX. 
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~SCRIPTURAL TEST 
HAS GOD ALREADY SPOKEN ABOUT IT IN HIS WORD? 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: (II Timothy 3:16) 
~SECRECY TEST 

WOULD IT BOTHER ME IF EVERYONE KNEW THIS WAS MY CHOICE? 
The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.( Proverbs 11:3) 

~SURVEY TEST 
WHAT IF EVERYONE FOLLOWED MY EXAMPLE? 

but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. (I Timothy 4:12) 
~SPIRITUAL TEST 

AM I BEING PEOPLE-PRESSURED OR SPIRIT-LED? 
For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. (Galatians 1:10) 

~STUMBLING TEST 
COULD THIS CAUSE ANOTHER PERSON TO STUMBLE? 

It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. (Romans 14:21) 
~SERENITY TEST 

HAVE I PRAYED AND RECEIVED PEACE ABOUT THIS DECISION? 
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 

which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (Phil.4:6-7) 
~SANCTIFICATION TEST 

WILL THIS KEEP ME FROM GROWING IN THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST? 
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. (II Cor. 3:18) 
  ~SUPREME TEST 

  DOES THIS GLOIFY GOD? 
  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. (I Cor. 10:31) 

TESTS FOR DECISION MAKING 

Julianne, Holland, thirteen, and eighth grader in Mechan-
icsburg, Pennsylvania, wanted to do her part for Jesus at 
Christmas. Without informing her parents, she ad-
dressed a letter to Jesus in care of the local post office. 
It landed on the desk of Donald Orner, sixty-two, direc-
tor of customer services at the postal center in Harris-

burg,. 

“Dear friend, “ wrote Julianne. “I am thirteen years old. 
And you must think I am weird for writing a letter to 
Jesus when everyone knows it wouldn’t get anywhere. 

But I wanted to give you a message. 

“Every Christmas all people think about is getting pre-
sents. But that’s not the reason at all. I think Christmas 
means getting all you friends together and having a good 
time because Jesus is born, and that’s just the beginning 
of all the beautiful things He did for us. By being born He 

let love into the world.” 

Mr. Orner took it upon himself to send a reply. He 

wrote:  

“Dear Julianne, we have no mail route to Heaven, but I 
am sure that Jesus is aware of what you wrote. He 
knows our thoughts, our feelings. Every line of your 
beautiful letter flowed out across all the miles that no 

mailman could ever travel and touched His heart. 

“You said your letter wouldn’t get anywhere - it touched 
my heart, and be assured Julianne, He knows. May you 

have a happy Christmas and may God bless you.” 

I was especially interested in this story because I am from 
Harrisburg and was saved at a church in Mechanicsburg, 

Pennsylvania. 

Letter to Jesus Got Through 
There’s a practice we’ve adopted at the 
Lighthouse during the last congregation 
song just before the ushers come down 
to take the offering. Prior to the last 
verse, we stop singing while the music 
continues to play and greet one another 
by shaking hands. I miss out on this won-
derful opportunity because I’m playing the 
piano at the time. However, I enjoy look-
ing out over the congregation and watch-
ing people participate in this practice. 
Some will stay in their seat and make a 
360 degree turn to shake all the hands in 
their vicinity. Others will walk across the 
isle and shake someone’s hand. I especially 
enjoy watching those who come to the 
front row and greet Fernando who is 
crippled and can’t get out of the pew to 
come to us. I can tell by the look on his 
face how much he enjoys hand shaking 
time and the tremendous amount of joy it 
brings him. Something else I notice is the 
many married couples who give each 
other a quick kiss (instead of a hand 
shake)  and then go off to shake hands 

with their brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Just what does a hand shake say? Accord-
ing to Emily Post shaking hands is a way 
for people to extend a welcome and take 
your measure. Other than your initial 
appearance, this can be someone’s first 
impression of you. The proper handshake 
is made briefly; but there should be a 

feeling of strength and warmth in the 

clasp. 

Although the Bible never uses the words 
“shake hands”. I think this is what Paul 
meant by “greet one another with a holy 

kiss.”  

A few instructions for this practice:  

Let’s remember the visitors and be on the 
look out for them. Nothing is sadder than 
to hear a visitor say that no one ever 
spoke to them or shook their hand. On 
my first Sunday at the Lighthouse literally 
everyone shook my hand. I was the only 
visitor that day. Even the Pastor and song 
leader came down to shake my hand. I felt 
so welcome. Don’t forget those who are 
handicapped or in a wheel chair. Remem-
ber they can’t come to you, if you don't 

go to them, they’ll be left alone.  

Also, don’t make this an errand or mes-
sage run. This could take longer than the 
allotted time for shaking hands. Genuinely 
greet one another and make arrange-
ments to talk afterwards if necessary. 
When Brother Jordan calls us back to 
sing, quickly return to your seat and sing 
with thanksgiving and praise to our God 

for His goodness.  

Next time you hear, “Let’s shake hands!”      
don’t take it for granted and be thankful 

for a church that is warm and friendly. 

Hand Shaking Time 


