
         

seconds, however, the people 
grew silent.  They sensed that 
the portrait was unfinished.  
Something was missing.  The 
artist inspected his work and 
realizing what was amiss, walked 
over to where the little nearly 
invisible clear piece of glass lay, 
picked it up, and carefully fas-
tened it into its proper place, 
right in the center of Jesus’ eye.  
Then as the sun hit that little 
piece, it gave off a dazzling light. 
To this day, the window still 
draws visitors and the first thing 
they notice is that sparkle in 
Jesus’ eye. 
Our church provides a portrait 
of Christ for our community. As 
each of us work at the tasks 
God gives us, we furnish an 
essential part of that portrait.  
Some work at colorful jobs that 
are clearly visible by all—the 
preacher and staff...the choir 
and teachers.  These people 
receive much praise for what 
they do—but others (the vast 
majority) work behind the 
scenes doing things that often 
go unnoticed: like vacuuming 
the carpets after the Sunday 
services, or preparing the ele-
ments for communion, mopping 
up after baptism, or praying for 
the needs of others, or washing 
the baptism robes, or working 
in the nursery.  The list goes on 
and on but because all these 
“invisible,” unknown members 
do these things; our town sees a 
clearer picture of Jesus. 
I am so very thankful to these 
unknown saints. I think of these 
precious people as the “sparkle 
“ in our Lord’s eye. If you’re 
one of them—if you’re an 
“invisible saint” then I hope you 
know how precious...how indis-
pensable you are to the body of 
Christ here at Lighthouse. Re-
member, as Paul wrote 1 Corin-
thians 12:22, “...much more 
those members of the body, 
which seem to be more fee-
ble, are necessary:” 

In Damascus there was an un-
known disciple named Ananias 
and Jesus gave him the assign-
ment of going to visit Saul to 
lead him to faith.  I don’t know 
about you, but this doesn’t 
make sense to me.  I would 
have thought Jesus would have 
called for one of the “big guns” 
here, perhaps even Peter him-
self to deal with someone like 
Saul. But no, God picked a rela-
tively unknown man.  In fact, 
this is the only time we read 
anything about this Ananias in 
the Bible. 
We need to understand how 
difficult this assignment would 
be for this unknown saint. 
Ananias had not heard of Saul’s 
Damascus road experience.  All 
he knew was that Saul, the Per-
secutor, was on the way to 
arrest Christians like himself.  It 
would be like asking a Jew living 
in Austria in the 1940's to pay a 
personal visit to Adolph Hitler. 
When the Lord told Ananias 
that Saul was PRAYING instead 
of PREYING on Christians it 
was almost beyond belief so he 
asked for clarification and God 
gave it to him, saying, “he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to 
bear my name before the 
Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel:...” 
Ananias obediently went and in 
the power of the Spirit of God 
he led Saul out of the darkness, 
both physical and spiritual, 
guided him to faith in Jesus, and 
baptized him.  This shows that 
in God’s kingdom we don’t have 
to be known to be used in a 
powerful way.  Ananias has been 
called one of the forgotten he-
roes of the faith, but he’s not 
alone.  There are countless 
numbers of them serving Christ 
behind the scenes all over the 
world.  They are content to 
remain in the shadows, oblivious 
to the lure of lights and ap-
plause. The truth is, only a rare 
few in God’s family enjoy fame 
and renown, position and influ-

ence.  The great majority of 
Christians are “Ananiases” serv-
ing God in powerful ways, doing 
essential ministry.  
These unknowns are vital be-
cause they keep the Church, the 
Body of Christ, functioning and 
in good health. We’d be sunk if 
it weren’t for all they do behind 
the scenes, unnoticed.  Only 
when eternity dawns will we 
know the enormity of their 
investment in the cause of 
Christ.  Think of it. Saul would 
never have become Paul with 
out Ananias.  He would have 
remained blind and trembling 
had the disciple of Damascus 
refused to obey and go to 
Straight Street.  All this was set 
into motion because God used 
the memorable faith of a little-
known but faithful hero.  His 
obedience changed the destiny 
of millions. I read a story of a 
14th century Italian artisan who 
was commissioned to design a 
huge stained-glass portrait of 
Christ for a window in a cathe-
dra in Chartres, France After 
sketching the design, he gath-
ered and carefully shaped all of 
the pieces of glass he was going 
to need. He then laid them out 
on the floor of the cathedral.  
Even in this unfinished form, the 
window was beautiful to behold.  
Most of the pieces were large 
and amazingly colorful.  In the 
midst of all these dazzling shards 
of glass was a very small, clear 
piece about as big as a fingernail. 
As the stained-glass portrait was 
assembled, that little piece was 
overlooked and remained on 
the floor where it lay even after 
the window was installed. On 
the day of the window’s unveil-
ing, the entire city gathered to 
witness the brilliant stained-glass 
portrait.  The artist stood in 
front of the crowd, made his 
speech and then dramatically 
pulled down the cloth cover.  
The crowd gasped at the beauty 
of the colorful window glowing 
in the sunlight.  After a few 
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Paul Bannister, a previous 
member of our Lighthouse 
and graduate of our Bible 
Institute, pastors Lighthouse 
Baptist Church in Utica, 
New York. This past Febru-
ary, my husband and I had 
been invited to speak to his 
church.  
I was thrilled to hear the 
robust singing of their con-
gregation. Even more so, I 
was thrilled to hear their 
pianist Ana, a young woman 
from Russia, play so beauti-
fully. For years they had 
struggled with finding and 

keeping a pianist. Ana and 
her family are faithful mem-
bers and have been with 
them for the last 3 years. 
The church has grown 
much since we were last 
there.  
While we were in Utica, 
Brother Paul and Shannon 
took us to see a new piece 
of property that’s up for 
sale—a Catholic Church, 
including its gymnasium and 
school building. Their cur-
rent building was a former 
bakery that they remod-
eled. This new property 

looks more like a church 
and practically ready to 
move in. The asking price is 
unbelievably low.  If God 
gives them this property, 
the potential for growth is 
even greater.  Of course 
they want what the Lord 
wants. Please pray for 
them and their people as 
they endeavor to purchase 
this new property. They 
need ten thousand dollars 
for a down payment and 
will need to sell their cur-
rent building (they already 
have a buyer).  

Lighthouse Baptist Church in Utica, New York 
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“We’re headed for a reces-
sion.” “The economy is the 
worst it’s been in twenty 
years.” “Forecasters predict 
further housing market 
slump.” “The national unem-
ployment rate up another 1% 
this quarter.”  
With all these gloomy head-
lines people tighten their 
wallets and say, “In times like 
these, can I afford to tithe?” 
The answer is, “Yes, and 
even more so. How can you 
afford not to?” But, unfortu-
nately for many, the first 
thing to go is the tithe. How 
sad and how foolish. One 
goes from the frying pan to 
the fire.  
In our 28 years of marriage 
we have NEVER  not paid 
our tithe. Or, let me reword 
that and say, we have AL-
WAYS paid our tithe. 
Through the years there 
were times my husband was 
out of work, we had no 
health insurance (in fact I had 
two babies with no health 
insurance), the cupboard was 
bear and I didn’t know where 
the next meal was coming 
from or how we were going 
to make rent. For many 
years we dined on deer meat 

and other game my husband 
had caught and we NEVER 
went without. We were 
warm with a roof over our 
head and our bellies were 
full. We paid our tithe first 
and God ALWAYS took care 
of the rest.  He’s given us 
more than we ever asked 
for, deserved, or labored for.  
I want my children to know 
this and follow in their par-
ents path of tithing. I know 
they will be blessed and 
never be without. Doug and I 
learned this principle of tith-
ing from the on-start of our 
Christianity. We never ques-
tioned why or looked back. 
An old saint in the church 
would often give his testi-
mony and say, “You can’t 
out-give God.” He was right. 
So, the economy is bad! So, 
you’re bringing home a 
smaller paycheck. You can 
still tithe on that smaller 
amount. Don’t quit tithing 
completely because you think 
you can’t afford it. What a 
slap in the face to God. It’s 
like saying, “God, You’re not 
giving me enough, so I’m 
going to keep it all and teach 
You a lesson.” Not tithing is 
one of the first steps to 

backsliding. It says “I don’t 
trust God.”  
“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and 
PROVE me now herewith, saith 
the LORD of hosts. If I will not 
open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive 
it.”  (Malachi 3:10) 
Let God prove to you that 
He can and will take care of 
you.  
A dear sister in the church 
asked her husband, who was 
not tithing off his paycheck, if 
she could tithe off the small 
amount she makes on her 
little business from the 
home. He agreed. That little 
business turned into a bigger 
business and he was sur-
prised to see at the end of 
the year how much she had 
given in the offering plate. He 
was even more surprised to 
see how much money she 
had made in the last year.  
Tithing is right and tithing is a 
command. Tithing works. It 
will take care of you in a 
recession or whatever the 
economy is doing.  

Are You Still Tithing? By Jeanne Jordan 

"I think that I shall never see,  

a church that's all it ought to be;  

A church whose members never stray,  

Beyond the straight and narrow way; 

A church that has no empty pews;  

Whose pastor never sings the blues. 

A church whose deacons always "deak,"  

and none are proud and all are meek; 

Where gossips never peddle lies,  

Or make complaints or criticize; 

Where all are always sweet and kind,  

and all to other's faults are blind. 

Such perfect churches there may be,  

but none of them are known to me. 

But still I'll work and pray and plan,  

to make our own the best we can."  

No Perfect Church 

Pastor Bannister, his wife Shannon, and I 
outside of their church on a cold Sunday 
morning, February 17, 2008. 

The Christian is to give, not in 
order to receive reward, but that 
his love might be expressed to 
God who shall reward him.  God 
gave because He loved us (John 
3:16).  You can give without lov-
ing, but you can’t love without 
giving. 



The idea of getting up close to 
unsaved people for spiritual 
purposes is a biblical endeavor 
modeled by Jesus and Paul. But 
what about the risks associated 
with being around those who 
are actively rebelling against 
God. Didn’t Paul say in I Corin-
thians 15:33, “Be not de-
ceived: evil communications 
corrupt good manners.”? 
When we associate with some-
one who believes something 
other than the true gospel, we 

need to make certain we’re the 
one whose influence is prevail-
ing. 
Another way of putting this is 
that we need to be on the 
offense rather than the de-
fense. We need to be ready to 
bring God’s truth to light on 
any situation in which we find 
ourselves. This means that 
when we sense that we’re 
being negatively influenced by 
the ideas and actions of the 
other person, it’s time to back 

away, at least for a while. It’s 
critical that we remain the 
dominant influence in moral 
and spiritual matters. In many 
situations, this is not as diffi-
cult as it might sound. When 
we approach friendships with 
a purpose—to contagiously 
influence people for Christ-
we’ll be more likely to perse-
vere in upholding what is 
morally right and true.  
 

Rubbing Shoulders with Unsaved People 
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Workplace designers claim the shades of a 
room have more than just an aesthetic 
effect. Sunny shades make workers feel 
cheerful, while dark colors can create a 
feeling of gloom. Yellow was used for areas 
and meeting rooms requiring concentra-
tion and calmness. Yellow is also often 
used in family kitchens and dining rooms. 
Its resemblance to the sun gives warmth 
and strength. 
Experiments have shown that people are 

more agreeable, relaxed, and quiet in areas 
painted in blue tones. Pink evokes a sense 
of tranquility but red can evoke aggression, 
untidiness, and conflict. Designers hesitate 
to use these colors in the workplace. They 
also suggest grey tends to produce negativ-
ity while black generates a feeling of 
power.  
Yes, I know this is not a hard fast rule but 
while researching color for a remodeling 
project, I couldn’t help but think of myself. 

What color are my walls? Do I generate 
warmth and calmness? Are people set at 
ease while conversing with me? 
Let it be said of us that we are kind and 
compassionate, that we are tenderhearted 
and forgiving, and that we 
are ruled by His peace. 
Brighten the corner where 
you are whether it’s at 
home, the office, the shop-
ping mall, or the gym.  

What Color Are Your Walls? 

The English word for “Holy 
Ghost” has its roots in an old 
Anglo-Saxon word from which 
we get our word, “guest.” This 
should remind us that the Holy 
Spirit is indeed an ever present 
Holy Guest in the lives of all 
believers, always ready to give 
us what we need to do His will. 
Our government has special unit 
soldiers fighting terrorism 
around the world.  When they 
are engaged in a mission, each of 
them wears a combination mi-
crophone/earpiece that keeps 
them constantly linked to head-
quarters via satellite. Their supe-
riors are always listening in, 
ready to give them computer 
updates or directions or warn-
ings about approaching villains. 
With the right hook up they are 
even able to help them discern if 
a suspect is telling the truth. 
In a very real sense as Christians 

we have that same kind of link, 
but we don’t need a micro-
phone/earpiece because our all 
powerful, all-wise Lord is always 
living inside of us.   No matter 
where you are, if you are a 
Christian, Jesus is there IN you.   
Because of this He is always 
ready to help.  You never wake 
Him up.  He is never inter-
rupted when you call for assis-
tance.  Morning, noon, or night, 
He is within you, available to 
give you infinitely wise guidance, 
unexplainable comfort and 
peace even in the midst of life’s 
greatest horrors and unlimited 
power to do His will. 
Waldo Emerson hit the nail on 
the head when he said, “What 
lies BEHIND us and what lies 
BEFORE us are tiny matters to 
what lies WITHIN us.” for as       
1 John 4:4 says, “Ye are of God, 
little children, and have over-

come them: because greater is 
he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world.”  
What this means is that it’s not 
about us. If God calls you to 
witness to a neighbor or co-
worker and you wonder how 
you’ll find the courage or the 
words...He’ll give them to you.  
If your friend is grieving a medi-
cal diagnosis and you don’t 
know what to do or say, pray 
and ask God’s Spirit to give you 
the discernment to know what 
to do or say, and He will.   
When it comes to the Christian 
life, it’s not about us,  it’s not 
about our ability, it’s about 
our availability to God’s 
Holy Spirit. There is nothing 
we can’t do as long as we rely 
on the power of God’s Spirit 
living within us. 

It’s Not About ‘Us’ 

• Remind yourself 
that no matter 
what happens, 
twenty-four hours 
from now this day 
will be over! 

• Talk to someone 
who cares because 
the support and 
prayers of someone 
who knows what 
you’re going 
through can make 
all the difference. 

• Count to ten be-
fore you respond 
to anyone. On bad 
days, your reactions 
tend to be off, and 
you could easily say 
something hurtful. 

• Pay a little extra 
attention to caring 
for yourself on days 
when everything 
seems to go wrong. 
Try to get some 
exercise, to eat 
nutritional foods, to 
take your vitamins. 
And ask for help if 
you need it. 

• Ask yourself, “Does 
God have some-
thing for me to 
learn on this terri-
ble, no good, bad 
day?” 

From “A Cup of Hope” 
By Emilie Barnes 

Surviving Bad 

Days 
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Bet you didn't know the following!   I surely did not..    
These are some rather eye-opening facts: Since the start of the war on terror 
in Iraq  and Afghanistan , the sacrifice has been enormous.   In the time pe-
riod from the invasion of  Iraq in March  2003 through now, we have lost over 
3000  military personnel to enemy action and accidents. As tragic as the 
loss of any member of the  US Armed  Forces is, consider the following statis-
tics:  The annual fatalities of military  members while actively serving in the 
armed forces from 1980 through 2006: 
 

1980 ........ 2,392 
1981 ......... 2,380  
1984 ........ 1,999 
1988 ...... 1,819 
1989 ........ 1,636 
1990 ......... 1,508 
1991 .........1,787 
1992 ......1,293---------------------------------------------------- 
1993 ...... 1,213  
1994 .......... 1,075 
1995 ........2,465 
1996  ......... 2,318        8  Clinton years @13,417 deaths 
1997 .........    817 
1998 ........  2,252 
1999 ......... 1,984 ------------------------------------------------- 
2000 ....... 1,983 
2001 .........   890 
2002 ....... 1,007        7 BUSH years @ 9,016 deaths 
2003 ....... 1,410 
2004 ......... 1,887 
2005 ........     919 
2006..........     920 -------------------------------- 
 

If you are confused when you look at these figures...so was I.  

 
Do these figures mean that the loss from the two latest conflicts in the Middle 
East are LESS than  the loss of military personnel during Mr. Clinton 's  presi-
dency; when America wasn't even involved in a war?   And, I was even more 
confused; when I read that in 1980, during the reign of President   
(Nobel Peace Prize) Jimmy Carter, there were 2,392 US  military fatalities! 
These figures indicate that many of our Media & Politicians will pick and 
choose.  They present only those 'facts' which support their agenda-

driven reporting.   

 

These statistics are published by Congressional Research Service, and they 
may be confirmed by anyone at: http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/
RL32492.pdf   (Please look at this report site if you have the chance.) 
 

You do the Math!  These figures don't lie... but, Media-liars figure...and they 
sway public opinion!  

Military Deaths for Twenty Six Years 

 


